Pope’s December Prayer Intention - For Christians in areas of conflict
Let us pray that Christians living in areas of war or conflict, especially in the Middle
East, might be seeds of peace, reconciliation and hope.

Please keep in your prayers those who are sick, housebound and those have
requested prayers in our parish including Helen Smith, Liz Marney, Canon George,
Mick Shephard, Mary Hart, Matthew Waters, Tony Kavanagh, Susan Dack, Dermott
Lyons.

CHRISTMAS PRESENT FROM THE CATENIANS

YOUNG PEOPLE AGED 16 to 25 DOING A VOLUNTARY WORK PROJECT

Are you one of those who are volunteering to be part of a project overseas or in the
UK and looking for some financial assistance? Then the Catenians may be able to
help. To be eligible you must be:

A Catholic between your 16th and 25th birthday at the date of travel.

Spend at least 15 full working days engaged in the project.

Show that the Project is voluntary and will benefit other people who need your help.
For further information and application form, visit https://catenianbursaryfund.com
Local contact: Bob Bannister 07812488615 or David Gale 07977411121
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Sunday 21st December 2025
Let the Lord enter; he is the king of glory.

1st Reading: Isaiah 7:10-14
Responsorial Psalm: 24
2nd Reading; Romans 1:1-7
Gospel: Matthew 1:18-24
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Mass times

Mass intentions

SUNDAY 21st December

4th Sunday of Advent - Year A
‘O Oriens’ (O Dawn of East)
Praying for Expectant Mothers

Axminster 9am

Lyme Regis 11am

Parish intentions
(particularly Expectant
Mothers)

Elizabeth HOLMES int’s.

Axminster Foodbank

Items needed: cereal, soup, rice pudding, long-life milk, tins fruit, mixed veg carrots,
peas, potatoes, pasta, tomatoes, beans, tinned meats, tea bags, coffee, jam, biscuits,
long-life milk, washing powder/liquid, shampoo, shower gel.

Seaton Foodbank items we’re short of: Washing powder or liquid in small &
medium sizes, small tins Pineapple, tins of sausages, small bottles of shampoo,
washing-up liquid, toilet rolls, bags of sugar.

43 adults and 13 children were supported, and helped 30 households with enough
food for 1176 meals along with 30 Goodie bags. Thank you to all.

MONDAY 22nd December

Seaton Funeral
Liturgy (11am)

Axminster 5pm
(Adoration to 6.30pm)

Sally Louise GAINE RIP

TUESDAY 23rd December

Axminster 10am

Kevin RAYNER RIP

SAFEGUARDING EVERYBODY EVERY DAY

You can speak to our parish safeguarding reps in confidence if you have any
concerns or if you are offering to carry out a ministry that will need a DBS check and
want to find out more.

Safeguarding contacts: Julie Gray and Liz Tompkins

In the absence of a Parish Safeguarding Representative, any concern of a
safeguarding nature should be raised with the Diocesan Safeguarding Team who can
be contacted on 01364 645430 or email safequarding@prcdtr.org.uk

The Parish of the Most Holy Trinity

WEDNESDAY 24th December
Christmas Eve
(1st Masses of Christmas)

Axminster 6pm
(5.30pm - Carols)
Lyme Regis 11pm
Axminster 11pm
(Malayalam)

Josephine JOHNSON
RIP (10th anniversary)

THURSDAY 25th December
Christmas Day

Seaton 9.30am
Lyme Regis 11am
Axminster 3pm

For all our families and
friends particularly re-
membering those we
have loved and lost.

FRIDAY 26th December
St Stephen- Protomartyr (Feast)

Axminster 12noon

Our Altar servers

Priest in Charge: Fr Jacek Kostuch

The Priest’s House

St Mary’s RC Church, Lyme Road, Axminster EX13 5BE
Telephone: 01297 32135 or in an emergency 07776 082408

Parish office hours
Closed from Monday 22nd December until 5th Monday 5th January
Email: axminster@prcdtr.org.uk Website: https://thecatholictpn.org/

SATURDAY 27th December

St John - Ap and Evangelist (Feast)
1st Mass of the Feast of the Holy
Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph

Axminster 10am

Seaton 5:30pm

Alumni of St Johns
Seminary, Wonersh

Parish intentions

SUNDAY 28th December
Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus,
Mary and Joseph

Axminster 9am

Lyme Regis 11am

Nicolino PETRINI RIP

Our Parish Family

Confessions: 10.45-12.00 on Saturday in Axminster
also after Masses weekdays or by arrangement with Fr Jacek
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1st Reading: Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14
Responsorial Psalm: 128

2nd Reading; Colossians 3:12-21
Gospel: Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23

Sunday 28th December 2025

Blessed are all who fear the Lord, and walk in his ways.

Mass times

Mass intentions

SUNDAY 28th December
Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus,
Mary and Joseph

Axminster 9am

Lyme Regis 11am

MONDAY 29th December
St Thomas Becket Bp M - Feast

Axminster 12 noon

Thomas and Benjamin
BUCHANAN and Isla
BURKE (on occasion of
Baptism)

TUESDAY 30th December
Sixth Day of Christmas Octave

Axminster 7pm

Reflection

Christ — the Word Made Flesh is the ultimate divine answer to human religious and
moral questions. God comes to speak about Himself to humans and to show them the
way to full knowledge of themselves, as well as to lead humans toward Him. In this way,
God becomes tangibly close to people. The simplicity and ordinariness of Jesus' birth
are recognizable to ordinary people. It is accessible to shepherds, the poor without a
permanent place to live, considered by the rabbis to be unclean and excluded from
participation in the religious life of Israel. However, the birth of God remains beyond the
reach of the those residents of Bethlehem who are self-satisfied.

Christmas is an occasion for family gatherings, for memories, for warm conversations,
and for singing carols together. We rejoice in the
presence of friends and relatives whom we only see
occasionally. It is remarkable how much influence this
time has on us and on so many people around the
world. Bethlehem is always wherever a person
welcomes God in faith. faith and trust. When we truly
meet the Newborn, who is "our peace," we will bring
peace to others ourselves. As a result, there will be
more light, kindness, and hope in our world.

WEDNESDAY 31st December
Seventh Day of Christmas Octave

Seaton 10am

Axminster 11pm
(end of year liturgy
until Midnight)

FM: Julia Frances
KNIGHT RIP

THURSDAY 1st January 2026
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God

Axminster 12 noon

FM: Alexander JH
KNIGHT, and wife and
children RIP

Christmas wishes W
In a well known carol we sing: ‘Joy to the world! the Lord is come; let earth AN
receive her King; let every heart prepare him room, and heaven and nature /N
sing’. Jesus tells us ‘I said these things to you so that my joy may be in you

and that your joy may be complete’ (John 15:11).

Our prayer for you, and all those you carry in your heart, is that you will come to know
this Joy at this Christmas time and that it be your sure strength everyday.

Happy Christmas. Canon George Carrick: Fr Anthony Cockram and Fr Jacek Kostuch

FRIDAY 2nd January
St Basil the Great Bp Dr

Axminster 12 noon

SATURDAY 3rd January

The Most Holy Name of Jesus
First Mass of 2nd Sunday after the
Nativity

Axminster 10am

Seaton 5:30pm

FM: Gertrude Annie
HEAL and husband RIP

SUNDAY 4th January
2nd Sunday after the Nativity

Axminster 9am

Lyme Regis 11am

FM: All deceased
members of the KNIGHT
family of Cannington

Dilexi Te — The Burning Heart of the Church’s Mission

A day of reflection with Bishop Nicholas Hudson

21 February 2026, 11am-4pm, Buckfast Abbey Conference Centre

Join Caritas and CAFOD this Lent for a diocesan day to reflect on Pope Leo XIV’s
powerful Apostolic Exhortation Dilexi Te, which calls us to return to the Gospel and
reminds us that love of the poorest of our sisters and brothers is part of the “burning
heart of the Church’s mission”.

Hear from our inspirational Speakers: Rt Rev Nicholas Hudson, Bishop of Plymouth;
Christine Allen, CAFOD Director; Raymond Friel OBE, CSAN Chief Executive Officer;
Fr. Richard Finn OP, University of Oxford.

To register: https://bit.ly/4apdzUz or email: caritas@prcdtr.org.uk

Confessions: 10.45-12.00 on Saturday in Axminster
also after Masses weekdays or by arrangement with Fr Jacek

The parish office will be closed from Monday 22nd December until Monday 5th
January. In an emergency, please refer to the numbers at the back of the newsletter.

Christmas Crib

Please take time to visit the crib at our churches over the Christmas period. The
collection will be shared between the Catholic Children’s Society (Plymouth) and Life
Charity.  lifecharity.org.uk/ ccsplymouth.org.uk

80 Club - Christmas Draw

The Christmas Bumper draw of the 80 Club will take place after Mass on
Sunday 28th December at Axminster. Good luck!

Thank you ‘get together’ - St Marys ‘Priests House - Saturday 27th December
(11 am to 3pm) All parishioners (and your visitors) are invited to drop-in for some
food and drinks at a time to suit you (for 10 minutes or the whole time). It will be good
to spend time together.
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