
                                                             Mass times               Mass intentions 

SUNDAY 14th December  
3rd Sunday of Advent - Year A 
GAUDETE SUNDAY 

Axminster  9am  
 
Lyme Regis 11am 

FM: Provost Michael J 
BURNS RIP 
 
Krzysztof GROTEK RIP 

MONDAY 15th December 
 
Axminster 12noon  
 

 

TUESDAY 16th December Lyme Regis 12noon  
Souls in purgatory of 
those who influenced 
my life 

WEDNESDAY 17th December 
From today up to and including 24th Dec. 
liturgy is ordered to prepare us for the  
Nativity of  the Lord. The ‘O Antiphons’ begin 
with ‘O Sapientia’ (O Wisdom) 

Seaton 10am Souls of own family  

THURSDAY 18th December 
O Adonai (Sacred Lord) 

Our Parish School 
9.15am 

For pupils, staff and 
families with blessings 
for Christmas 

FRIDAY 19th December 
‘O Radix Jesse’ (O Root of Jesse) 

 
Axminster 10am 
 
Axminster 6pm 
(Mass in Malayalam) 
 

Patricia PAUL RIP 
 
Bobin CHERIAN RIP  
(2nd anniversary) 

SATURDAY 20th December  
1st Mass of                                           
4th Sunday of Advent - Year A 
‘O Clavis David’ (O key of David) 

Seaton 5:30pm 
 

Private intention 

SUNDAY 21st December  
4th Sunday of Advent - Year A 
‘O Oriens’ (O Dawn of East) 

Axminster  9am  
 
Lyme Regis 11am 

Parish intentions 
(particularly Expectant 
Mothers) 
Elizabeth HOLMES 
int’s. 

Confessions: 10.45-12.00 on Saturday in Axminster  

also after Masses weekdays or by arrangement with Fr Jacek 

The Parish of the Most Holy Trinity  

Priest in Charge: Fr Jacek Kostuch 
The Priest’s House 
St Mary’s RC Church, Lyme Road, Axminster EX13 5BE 
Telephone: 01297 32135 or in an emergency 07776 082408 
Parish office hours  
Monday - Friday 4pm - 6pm 
Monday 10am - 12pm 
Email: axminster@prcdtr.org.uk  Website: https://thecatholictpn.org/  

SAFEGUARDING EVERYBODY EVERY DAY 
You can speak to our parish safeguarding reps in confidence if you have any  
concerns or if you are offering to carry out a ministry that will need a DBS check and 
want to find out more. 
Safeguarding contacts:  Julie Gray and Liz Tompkins 
In the absence of a Parish Safeguarding Representative, any concern of a  
safeguarding nature should be raised with the Diocesan Safeguarding Team who can 
be contacted on 01364  645430 or email safeguarding@prcdtr.org.uk   

Sunday 14th December 2025 
Come, Lord, and save us. 
1st Reading: Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10 

Responsorial Psalm: 146 

2nd Reading; James 5:7-10 

Gospel: Matthew 11:2-11 

Our Parish School: 

St Mary’s   

Catholic Primary,  

Lyme Road, Axminster 

            EX13 5BE 

            T: 01297 32785 

Axminster Foodbank 
Items needed: cereal, soup, rice pudding, long-life milk, tins fruit, mixed veg carrots, 
peas, potatoes, pasta, tomatoes, beans, tinned meats, tea bags, coffee, jam, biscuits, 
long-life milk, washing powder/liquid, shampoo, shower gel.  

Seaton Foodbank . Items we’re short of: Washing powder or liquid in small & 
medium sizes, small tins Pineapple, tins of sausages, small bottles of shampoo, 
washing-up liquid, toilet rolls, bags of sugar.   
Thank you for the support you have given Seaton Foodbank over this past year. We 
wouldn’t be able to continue to bless the households with financial difficulties without 
your continued support. 

Please keep in your prayers those who are sick, housebound and those have  
requested prayers in our parish including Helen Smith, Liz Marney, Canon George, 
Mick Shephard, Mary Hart, Matthew Waters, Tony Kavanagh, Susan Dack, Dermott 
Lyons. 

Pope’s December Prayer Intention - For Christians in areas of conflict 
Let us pray that Christians living in areas of war or conflict, especially in the Middle 

East, might be seeds of peace, reconciliation and hope.  

CHRISTMAS PRESENT FROM THE CATENIANS 
YOUNG PEOPLE AGED 16 to 25 DOING A VOLUNTARY WORK PROJECT 
Are you one of those who are volunteering to be part of a project overseas or in the 
UK and looking for some financial assistance? Then the Catenians may be able to 
help. To be eligible you must be:  
A Catholic between your 16th and 25th birthday at the date of travel. 
Spend at least 15 full working days engaged in the project. 
Show that the Project is voluntary and will benefit other people who need your help. 
For further information and application form, visit https://catenianbursaryfund.com  
Local contact: Bob Bannister 07812488615 or David Gale 07977411121 

mailto:axminster@prcdtr.org.uk
https://thecatholictpn.org/
mailto:safeguarding@prcdtr.org.uk
https://catenianbursaryfund.com


 

Reflection 
John, like many prophets before him, comes to the end of his life in prison, 
persecuted for uncompromisingly preaching the truth. Yet even there, he is not 
distracted from the mission entrusted to him: he is committed to ‘preparing the way for 
the Messiah’. The answer he receives to his question about evidence that Jesus is 
the Messiah is a factual answer, a description of events happening through Jesus. 
This is how Jesus wants to be recognized. Jesus does not appear out of nowhere but 
is the central event in the history of salvation. God prepared the people so that they 
could receive the gift of His presence, and in His Son, He 
fulfills this promise. And Jesus desires that, through 
pointing to the fulfillment of promises, John can confess 
that God is faithful to His word.  
 
Lord Jesus, I so often doubt whether You are with me, I 
doubt whether you notice my sufferings and problems. 
Please, give me trust in the works of Your love, which are 
all around the world.  

The Carmel of the Annunciation, Thicket, York   Thought from Thicket….  
“With the Divinest Word, the Virgin made pregnant, down the road, Comes walking, if 
you’ll grant her a room in your abode.”                                         (St John of the Cross) 

Christmas Mass Times  
Christmas Eve      Christmas Day  
Axminster  Carols 5:30pm, Mass 6pm  Seaton   9:30am 
Lyme Regis  11pm     Lyme Regis  11am 
Axminster          11pm  (Malayalam)   Axminster 3pm   
 
Please also note Sunday 28th December is celebrated as Holy Family and Sunday 
5th January is celebrated as Epiphany (moved from Tuesday 6th January). 
 

Others Masses of the Christmas Octave will be: 
26th December    12noon - Axminster (St Stephen) 
27th December   10am - Axminster (St John) 
29th December   12noon - Axminster (St Thomas Beckett) 
30th December   7pm - Axminster 
31st December   10am - Seaton,  11pm - Axminster (end of year liturgy until Midnight) 
1st January    12noon - Axminster 

Pastoral care of our Parish of the Most Holy Trinity - Axminster, Lyme 
Regis, Seaton and St Mary's Catholic Primary School  
Change 24th/25th January 2025 
As announced at Masses last weekend, Fr James Barber will take  
responsibility for Pastoral Care in our Parish starting with Masses over the 
weekend 24th/25th January 2026. I will start ministry at Truro/Roseland in 

Cornwall that same weekend. Fr James Barber is looking forward to ministry here. 
We ask your prayers for all the communities in our Diocese affected by this change, 
which is part of the natural rhythm of our Catholic Church, also please pray for us as 
we respond to this call to minister in a different part of Gods vineyard. 
I am confident that you will welcome and support Fr James as you have done for me 
over the last 3 years plus of ministry here.                 With prayers, Fr Jacek                                                                                         

Bambinelli Sunday is a Catholic tradition where adults and children bring the “Baby 
Jesus” (bambinelli in Italian) figurines from their home Nativity scenes to church for a 
special blessing. The figure is then typically placed in the empty manger on Christmas 
eve or Christmas morning. The tradition helps to emphasize that Jesus is the true gift 
of Christmas and at the centre of the holiday. The tradition  started in the mid-1900s at 
the Vatican. St. Pope John Paul II popularized it by encouraging children in Rome to 
bring their figurines to St. Peter’s Square for a blessing during his Sunday Angelus  
address - also at Masses in our Parish over the weekend 13th/14th December. 

The O Antiphons refer to the seven antiphons that are recited (or 
chanted) preceding the Magnificat during Vespers of the Liturgy of 
the Hours. They cover the special period of Advent preparation 
known as the Octave before Christmas, Dec. 17-23, with Dec. 24 
being Christmas Eve and Vespers for that evening being for the 
Christmas Vigil. 

The exact origin of the O Antiphons is not known. Boethius (c. 480-524) made a slight  
reference to them, thereby suggesting their presence at that time. At the Benedictine abbey 
of Fleury (now Saint-Benoit-sur-Loire), these antiphons were recited by the  
abbot and other abbey leaders in descending rank, and then a gift was given to each  
member of the community. By the eighth century, they are in use in the liturgical  
celebrations in Rome. The usage of the O Antiphons was so prevalent in monasteries that 
the phrases, Keep your O and The Great O Antiphons were common parlance. One may 
thereby conclude that in some fashion the O Antiphons have been part of our liturgical  
tradition since the very early Church. 
The importance of O Antiphons is twofold: Each one highlights a title for the  
Messiah: O Sapientia (O Wisdom), O Adonai (O Lord), O Radix Jesse (O Root of  
Jesse), O Clavis David (O Key of David), O Oriens (O Rising Sun), O Rex Gentium (O King 
of the Nations), and O Emmanuel. Also, each one refers to the prophecy of  
Isaiah of the coming of the Messiah. 

Sally Louise GAINE RIP 
Please pray for the repose of the soul of Sally Gaine, of Seaton, who died on 
6th December and also for her son, Daniel, and family and friends who mourn 
her.  

The funeral will take place at St Augustine on Monday 22nd December at 11am. 
 
Kevin Edward RAYNER  RIP 
Please also pray for the repose of the soul of Kevin Rayner, of Seaton, who died 
on 7th December. Please also pray for Kevin’s brothers John and Hugh and 
their families at this difficult time. The funeral will take place at East Devon 

Crematorium on Tuesday 23rd December at 2pm. 
 

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let your perpetual light shine upon them,  
may they rest in peace. 

Christmas flowers collection 
There will be a collection after Mass for Christmas flowers.   
If you are able to contribute, please leave a donation in the basket provided at the back 
of the church. Thank you. 


